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Gerlof Homan |

RECRUITMENYT OF DUTCH NATIONALS IN THE UNLTED STATES
FOR THE NETHERLANDS ARMED FORCLES IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Unlike the French qovernment which-concluded an armistice
with the victoriocus Nazi.regime on June 22, 1940, withdrawiﬁg
from further participation in the war, the Netherlands decided to
continue the strugygle after the survender of its armed forces on
May 15; However, Lthe Netherlands government_ih exile 1in Lbﬁdon
had very limited military vesources to fight the Axis powers,
Very few men escaped to England in May 194U.whete they and others
formed a small fighting unit later called the Princess Irene
Brigade. Furthermore, various naval vessels and shipS ot:the
Dutch merchant marine contributed to the war etfort.l.

In order to increase the size of its fighting unit in
England, to arouse inﬁerest in.the war etfort among Netherlanders
iabroad, and to impress the Allies of its determiﬁation to combat
the Axis powers, the Netherlands government decided to recruit
nationals residing in various nations orlto persuade them to
enlist in its armed forces. Special éfforts were to be made to
recruit men in South America, South Atrica, Canada, and the
United States. Dutch nationals in the United States the
Netherlands government could draw upon were a small numberlof
employees with various shipping.and other firms, a few reﬁugees
from the occupied homeland, and immigrants. 1t was particularly
from this latter group Dutch officials hoped to be able to |

recruit many youny men. This paper discusses especially




the recruitment of such permanent Dutch residents in the United
States -and is bésed on unpublished Dutch and American archival.'
sources.\ I also tried to communicate with butch nationals who in
1939 were immigrants in the United States and who served in the
Princess Irene Brigade by placing announcements in the D.l.S.

Magazine and The Windmill Herald. Although more than 400 Dutch-

Americans served in the Netherlands armed forces during World War
Il I did not have much of a responsé.1 1t is difficult to believe
that all ox most of them.are no longer living today. I hope_ﬁhis
article might stimulate them to contact me.

Already in May 1940, shortly after the defeat of Dutch armed
forces at the hand of the‘Nazi juggernaut, some efforts were made
to recruit Netherlanders in the United States.Z -As will be seen-
below, these efforts did not produce the expected results. On..
August 8, 1940, by royval decree, all Netherlanders in the United
Kingdom, United.States, and Canada who were born between Januéry
1, 1904 and January 1, 1921, were ordered to register for |
military duty with Dutch officials in those countries. Léter in
the war, the decree Wés moditfied to include Netherlanders in
dther parts of the world ahd_those born between January 1, 1960
and December 31, 1924. During the létter part ot the war those
“born between January 1, 1904 and January 1, 1927'Wére'deciared
eligible for military conscription. Furthermore, the acecree ot
August 1940 made it possiﬂle for men between the ages of 18 and
55 to enlist in the Netherlands Armed Forces.3

| The task of registering Netherlanders in the United States

was initially undertaken by the Netherlands Consulate General im
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New York. In December 1940 a special Registration Bureau was
established in New York which was headed by a Consul General in
Special Service, M.J. van Schreven who-was later succeeded by
S.J. van den Bergh and A. Kerﬁhoven;4

Later, in March and May 194}, registration bureaus were
established in Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles, close to
the major centers of Dutch settlements in the United States,
which were supervised by the New York oftice, The entire
recruitment system in the-United'States as well as in Canada was
under the supervision and direction of Lieutenant Colonel G.J.
Sas the head of the Netherlands military mission in Canada. Sas
seems to have spent much of his time and eneryy on recruitment
efforts and work in the United States. Much to his chagrin he
was replaced in early 1942 by the Lormer minister of War Major~
General A.Q.H. Dijxhoofn.5

One of the major problenis Dutch officials taced from thé
very beginniny was how to=obtain names and addresses of
Netherlanders residing in the United States and how to inform
them of their military duty without violating American laws.
According to American officials neutraiity legislation forbade -
recruitment of fdgeign nationals residing in the United States.6
This was incorrect, however. But'récruitment did violate the:
Criminal Code of 1909 as amended in 1917. Section 10 of that
Code stipulated that it was illegal to enlist cor to hire or
retain

another person to enlist or enter himself, or to

go beyond the limits of the jurigsdiction of the

United States with intent to be enlisted or entered

in the service of any floreign prince, State, colony,
district, or people as & soldier or as a marine or




seaman on board ol any vessel ol war ....
Howevér, the article also provided that the law would prot apply
to "any citizens or subjects ol any country eﬁgaged in war with
. - . country with which the United Staces is at war....."7 Unti]
December 1941 the United State:s was.a neutral power and not a
cobelligerent or ally of the #ethevlands. Thus during much of
this period American officials insisted that the law be
respected. Officially, the United States did not approve of
conscription of Dutch nationais fésidinq a4s permanent resiaents
in the United States and even wafned Netherlands otficials not
to make any recrulitment -propagaonda.  Yet, at the same time the
American government acknowlednod that tune "ilablility of any such
~persons for service in the butch armed forces was a matter for..
the decision ot the Dutch government."8 This kind of ambiguity
made it difficult for Netherlanrs authorities to determine how
much freedom they would have in recruiting nationais of the
Netherlands. They simply would have to test the waters.

In the summer of 1940 they placed an announcement in the

Knickerbocker, posted a call lor military service in Netherlands

consulétes, and informed wvarious Dutch corganizations. In July
1940, A. Hartog, the Netherlands consul general in Los Angeles,.
placed an announcement in lccal papers and in store windows, and
informed local ministers.,9 Apparently, American officials
considered all of this a violation of the law, and in August of
that year Hartdg was instructed by A. Loudon, the Netherlands
minister to Washington, to try to persuade local editors £o refe
10 ‘

to the royal decree in their esditorial pages. butch otficials

also contacted various American businesses such as Shell 0il



Corporation of Texas and the woetional Brass Company of Grand
Rapids, Michigan, to provide them with names of Dutch'e‘mployees_.:11
However, not all of these firms were very cooperative including
branches of Dutch businesses in the United States who were often
anxious to keep their employees.

Once names and addresses were obtained, circula;s were sent
to the men in which they were requested to register for military
service. "American officials obiected to this type of
communication, however, and in January 1941, intormed Dutch
authorities to cease all recruitment propaganda. Loudon promised
to discontinue the use ot the circular, but apparently, the’
practice was resumed shortly :.Jter.u

_Howevér, obtaining the names of éligible men continued to
remain a difficult task. “hus, in the summer and agaih in
December 1941 Dutch officials sought'pdﬁréSOlve'theiruproblem'by_
requesting American authoritics to allow them to inspect all.
alien registration cards of Duich éitlzéﬁéﬁbéth between 1904 and
1924.13 Until very recently;'ntL'éliens'fésidihé'in the United
States were required by law to'repbﬂt“annualiy their status and
presence in the‘United Statos. 'initialry;';he'Staté Department
seemed sympatﬁetic to that request which came at a time when the
United States was no longer sivdctly oubserving its neutraiity in
the war as it had been in 1940, However, the immigration and
Naturalization Service took o im view of the request and
rejected it with the observation that a study wt millions of

registration cards would simply involve too much work while

making them available to a tor<ign power would create "an
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embarrassing precedent.”

In the early summer oif 1941 the United Stutes made some
minor concessions. Thus it allowed the display of recruitment
posters in the Netherlands Con:uiates and made it peossible for
Dutch officials to draw upon L= pool ol su—caljed.declarant
aliens. Declarant aliens were immigrants who hed indicated their
wish to become citizens ot (he United States by applying for so-
called first papers. By the Selective Training and Service Act
of 1940, declarant aliens had o register tor military service
and were subject to conscriptioen. Dutch officials mistakenly
believed this number of ceclarant Dutch nationzls to be larger
than that of the non-declarant and weve very anxious to conscript
them. However, they were unchle Lo do su because decLarant
aliens were ﬁo register for American military service.
Furthermore, American officirals agreeg in January 1941 that
declarant aliens were not permitted to return their first papers
and would be punished if they refused to regiéter under the
Selective Service Act.15 The. concession of June 1941 made it
possible, however, for declaranl aliens, who had been classified
I-A by their local draft boards, that is Lhose to be called
first, to be reclassified 11-I ot déferred status. OUnce they had
been reclassified as such, they could be drafted by the Dutch
government.16

After the United States entry into the war the Netherlands
expected to secure much more couperation trom American officials.
It would take some time, however, before a new agreement was

negotiated, and even then Dutch cfficials were not entirely

satisfied. In January 1942 they obtained a maier concession when




the United States agreed to veler all namwes ana addregsses of
Netherlanders reg?stered under the American Selective Ttaining
and Service'Act.1? This concossion resolv.d-one ot the major
problems Dutch officials had encountered in th? preceding months.
However, in late Mérch the United States informed Dutch officials
that only Dutch subjects who were non—declarant aiiens could be
accepted for military service in the Netherlands Armed Forces}
~thus hencefoyth so—called declorant ailens could no longer be
drafted. Dutch officials were quich to point out that this new
regulation reduced the pool ol u&ailable potential draftees since
in their opinion, the number i declarant aliens was larger than
that of t:he-non—c’ieclalramt;s.-'..HS As will be shown below, they were
mistaken 1n thelr estimate; the nqmbeu uy‘noﬁ~declarants was
larger than those of the declarants.
in spite of Netherlands pnutegp'thq:puited States refused to
alter its policy. On May 6, 1”43fhth9"UéHM?Fm9“t of State
informed Loudon that the old pnixcyhhaq_baen lngtituted betore

the United States entered thoe war. 'The new pelicy constituted

"the most liberal regime from . practicauple point ot view which

can be placed in elfect for all the vavious bell)iagerent

19 . .
countries." Most likely, tho new Amertean pollcy was motivated
in part by a desire Lo securc ow puch wmanjpower 285 possible ror

its own armed forces. Althouah the number of aeclarant Dutch
aliens in the United States wou comparatively 5mnil it those of
other nationalities wevre added the total tigure might have been
considerable.

Further protests by butch officials brought no changes. and
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finally, on July 8, 1942, the HNetherlands and the United States
reached an agreement that contirmed previous understandings.
Furthermore, it stipulated that the Netherlands would not use
"any threats or compulsion of any nature to induce any person in
the United States to enlist iIn its armed forces”™ and not to
accept eﬁlistments of aliens who had decléred their intent of

becoming American citizens ane who were subject to registration
under the Selective Service Act.zo | |

Apparently, there were.no turther major prolrlems betﬁeen
Dutch and American officials., Especially state.Selective Service
Boards were very cooperative in providing names and addresses. /
After the names had been secured circulars were sent to the men
requesting them to register. Jf no reply had been obtained
within eight days a new letter would be Sent. Lt again no réply
was received a staff member_would visit the young man trying to
persuade him to comply. Subseyuently, the locai dratft board Qas.
notified of the agreement or the decision. Finally, in spite of
the restriction to draw upon declarant aiiens} Dutch utficiéls
were still able to enlist them if the local dratt board was
willing to grant a release. Huwever, apparentiy such releases
were seldom c;:;):amted.%‘I

The only major problem after July 1942 between American and
Dutch officials concerning recruitment was the de Voyel affair. )
While American officials had rendered their “gad ued assistance“;z
in réturning a few deserters to Netherlands authorities they
stubbornly refused to comply with butch regquests to hand over de

Vogel to them. Even Minister [oudon was unable tfto secure

American compliance and cooperotion. Charles Emil de Vogel was




born in the Netherlands ca. lYu¥d. 1In 1927 ne served tor a short
time in & Dutch officers training schocl end later went'to the
Netherlands Indies where he bLoecame a chporai in the colonial
army. From 1938 to 1940 he visited California where he married
an American citizen. In 1940 he returned to the Lndies and early
1941 was admitted as an immigrunt to the United. States. In July
of that year he registered for American military service and was
given a 4~C or alien status hy the Selective Service Board of
Glendale, California. 1In Octcocber 1941 he applied kor his first
papers declaring his intention oflbecoming an Merican citizen.
However, Gerard J. Droste, heud ot the Netherlands

Registration Bureau and Consul Ueneral in Los Angeles informed de

Vogel of his militery duty unoer the royal decree ol August  1940.

De Vogel complied and after his medical examination waS;ordered_-
to proceed to Stratford, Ontarlu fFor military training. In
February 1942, his local dralt board released him froﬁ any
hilitary obligation under the Seclective Secrvice Act and in. the
same month de Vogel proceeded te Canada. ANAfter he obtained the
rrank of corporal, de Vogel was sent to Curagao where he remained
until April 1943. Subsequently, he was Qrdered to return to .
Canada via Los Angeles where he was permitited tu settle some
personal affairs. However, upon his arrival in Los Angeles he
informed officials of the Reyistration Bureau that he was
unwilling to proceed to Canada. Instead, he reregistered with
his local dratt board ip Giendale which classitied him I-A and
ordered his j.ndl.zct:ion.‘g3

Dutch authorities informed American officials of de Vogel's



desertion and requésted his arrest. The bDepartment of War
complied, and on June 21 de Vogel was arrested in Los Angeles.
Subseguently, the Lnspector Goneral ot the Ninth Service Cqmmand
6f the U.S. Army investigated the matter and recommended;on'July
27 to the Inspector General of washington, D.C., to determine if
de Vogel's enlistment had not been in violation of Section 10 of
the U.5. Criminal Code Or‘“otherwise untawful." The
investigating officer of the Ninth Service Commasnd also
gquestioned Droste who;defended his decision to induct dé Vogel by
correctly pointing out that at the time of the latter's induction
"no adreement had been reached bectween the United States
Government and the Netherlands Government fordenlisting of
Neﬁherlands nationals in the United States."24 liowever, on:
6ctober 5, 1943, the American Judge Advocate General agreed with
the Ninth Service Command's conclusions that de Vogel had been
.inducted in violation of the U.S. Criminal Code. Furthermore,

he even recommended possible criminal action against Droste.25
Subsequestly, in October, Secretary of War Henry Sﬁimson ordered
de Vogel's.reiease and induction into the U.S.'fhn_'my.‘£6 ‘However,
Stimson decided not to instigate legal proceedinas against Droste
by exercising his prerogatives under a provision of the samé |
Article 10 of the Criminal Code that supposedly had been |
violated. The provision on which Stimson based his decision not
to prosecute stipulated that cthe law would not apply to citizens
~of nations who were engaged in a war against a country with which
the United States was also at war.27

In April and May 1944, Minister Loudoen Filed his protests

with American authorities by contending that at the time of de
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Vogel's fegistration with the sSeclective Service he was an
"enrolled member of the Armed Forces of the Netherlands.™"
Therefore, the Netherlands miniuter contended, de Vogel's
registration could not have heen ac::cept.ed.,.é8 The State
Department replied that on the basis of all the available
evidence, de Vogel had been inducted as 'a result ot "threats and
other improper representations by-DutCh officials."zg Dutch
officials denied such allegations and contended that de Vogel's
induction had occurred at a time when there was no agreement
between the Netherlands and thr United States. Furthermore, on
June 24, and October 13, 1944, Loudon inLormeq Secratary of State
Cordell Hull that the provisions of the Criminal Code were'not_
applicabie because.de Vogel was not an Aletlcan citlzen at_the
time of his induction into the Netherlands Armed Forces.
éinally, the Netherlands minister conciuded that "no matter:
whatever the merits of the ces¢e may be the unilateral induction:
of a soldier into the army of Lhe.United States who is:in thé
active service of the Armed Forces of a country which is allied
with the United States in the_prusent War is aﬁ action which is-
not furthering the close cooperation and harmony which should |
exist-between'the armed torces of countries [fighting the same
enemy."30 However, Hull and Staimson refused to budge, and de
Vogel remained in the U.S8. Army.

What were the merits of the case? Unfortunately, we do not'
know if Droste used "improper representations” to persuade de |
Vogel to join the Netherlands armed Forces. Perhaps he toidrhim.

and other Netherlands nationals of possibie "dire consequences"




if he would not comply. Most lilely, this emprty threat had been
used by otherxr Dutch officials ever since 1940 but had never led
to any kind of confrontation with American authorities. Nor had
the agreement of July 8, 1942, been violated since de Vogel had
been inducted into the Netheriands Armed lForces in February 1942.
One could argue, although American officials did not press this
point, that de Vvougel should noc have been drafted because he was
a so-called declarant alien. As will bé recalled ,Mmerican
authorities stipultated in March 1942 that such inuividuals were
not to be inducted into the Netnerlands Armed Forces. However,
de Veogel's Selective Service Bodard had released him Lrom any
American military obligation. Thus de Vogel's induction seems to
- have been propef and not.in viovlation of any agreements or
understandings. American officials overreacted and misjudged.the
case. Perhaps even Stimson tinally realized that the American
case was nbt too persuasive when in November 1944 he declared the
case closed not because de Vouyel had been improperly inducted but.
because he had become an American citizen and was now serving in
the Americah Armed Forces.31 Apparehtly, de Voyel had quickly
completed his naturalization process while serving in the U.S8.
Army. He was now completely safe from any kind of prosecution by
Dutech authorities.

How did Dutch nationals living in the United States respond
to the call for military service in the armed forces of the land
of their birth? Recipients oit the Dutch circular or notification
reguesting them to regis;er wikth & Nethériands Registraﬁion
Bureau often had a great variety of concerns and questions. They

wanted to know if Dutch author:ities had the power to conscript
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them and what the penalty Lor refusal would be. They also wanted
to know 1if deélarant aliens could be conscripted. . Some were
concerned that a person who had taken out tirst papers might no
longer qualify for American citizenship it he would serve with
the Netherlands Armed Forces._bUthers wondered it they could
serve while they were registered under the éeiective Service Act.
A few individuals were concerncd about the problem ot reentry
into the United-States atter tiney had completed their milita;y
sérvice with the Netherlands armed Forces. One person even
wanted to know what would happen to him it he refused to serve
but would might some day return to the Netheriands tor a visitl
Finailly, there were gquestions sbout femily allowances and.

. 32
maintenance.

Perhaps one of the most typical inguiries came from Roy
Broersma, Bellflower, Calitofnla. Many rndivicuals Qf Dutch
extraction who had first lived in Iowa settled in the Los Angeles
area where they lived in such comnunities as Belltriower and
Hynes. The latter even became Known as Littie'Ne;hcrlands.33
Roy Broersma arrived in the United States in 1926 and settled in
Bellflower where lhe became o dalry farmgr. in August 1941 he

received a summons to join the Netherlands Armed Forces in

Canada. This call prompted hiu inguiry with the State Department .

which had received similar inguiries in previous months from
anxious Dutch nationals. Broersma wrote on August 20, 1941

I have been informed by an agent of the Holland
Government that 1 have tc yo to Canada to joiln the
Dutch Forces there and have to leave from Los Angeles
wWednesday August 27, 1941, | have been a resident
alien of this country for 15 years and I am married
and have dailry business oL my cwn. And 1 also have
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filed for my Lirst citiazun papers. Has the Holland

Government authority to maeke me joln the botch Military

Forces in Canada. Or will the american Government

force me to leave this country. [ have never been

in [the] Dutch Army betor:., | would ¢greatly appreciate -

[an] answer beiore Wednesday Aug. 27, 1941. I am

enclosing a [sic] enveloppe |sic) with stamp. 34

To these and other inquiries the State Department tried to
reply as well as it could. “hus it reassured the Inquirers that
Dutch authorities had no power to force them to comply with Dutch
draft laws. The problem of reentry permits was not fully
resolved until after Pearl Harbor. Until that time recruits were
able to cobtain reentry permits as long as they would not divulge

i6
the reasons for their departure from the United States. Many
inquiries of Dutch nationals were probably attempts to find
legitimate excuses to evade induction in the Netherlands Armed
Forces. Netherlands officials soon complained and during the
entire war continued to feel a sense ol Lrustration over the lack .
of response by Dutch nationals to rally to the support of their
fatherland in time of need. Already in the summer ot 1940,
shortly after the Nazi assault on the Netherlands when one would
have expected a considerable amount ol enthusiasm and patriotism,
butch officials voiced their disappointment. Thus they
. - 37

complained that while a few hundred voiunteered in May 1940,

few did in the months following. 1n late 1940 Hartog lamented

that he was "at a.loss to know what to do about it ...."38 In
October 1942 Loudon expressed his dismay that some 907
Netherlanders had not respondwd'to the call to Legister39 and in
“August 1943 Dijxhoorn charged there were at least 703
"deserters.“40 In December 1Y4l Sas chplained about the

“indolence and unwillingness tuv muake sacrifices" and even
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"obstruction" on the part ot his countrymen. W.F. Kroon, head

of the Registration Bureau in Chicage, voiged his anger and
frustration at W.J. van wagtendonk who rétusad to respond.to the.
draft call. Van Wagtendonk was born in Java, graduated at the
University of Utrecht and ceme to the United States in 1939 where
he studied at StanfordrUniv@rsity and later taught chemistry at
Oregon State College.4¢ Since he relused to register with the
Chicaéo bureau, Kroon accused him ot being a dratt evader and
expressed his anger by saying it was "beyond his imagination" to
understand why a "learned maﬂ” would’refuse to do his duty to the
Netherlands without "sound reason.“qj

Apparently, one of the legitimate means of escaping

conscription was to change onc's status Lrom non-declarant to

declarant alien. Thus Pastor Jacob Vﬁp Dyke of the First
Christian Reformed Church ot ireton, lowa, noticed that many.
young men in his congregation tather ggdu@nly decided tp take out
their first papers.44 On the other hand there were also some
who, in order to escape American militq;y service,_changed theif
status from declarant to non—declarant;al;en{ :Eqrthermoré, 53
men obtained a legitimate escape by recelving & deferment.45
Some Dutch shipping firms in New York:ﬁere able to persuade
Netherlands authorities to granc some 50 of‘thefr employeeé.
special sﬁatus which required them to perform weekly military
exercises while they were permitted to keep their regular
employment. This was the so called "fountainpen brigade" whose
members would now also be prutected against a possible American

46
draft call.
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D. Hudig, President of the Netherlands Shipping and Trade
Commission in New York, even chavyed that young men.who'wénted to
serve were dissuaded not to enlist because they were told their
office work wés more important than military service. Hudig evén_
contendea that Loudon had approved of this policy. This
accusation brought a quick response from the Metherlands minister
who informed his foreign miAister in London that they were doing
“everything possible" to persuade Netherlanders to register.47
Yet, a special Advisory Commission established in.1941 to.heaf
and decide requests of deferment resigned in 1942 because
Dijxhoorn granted exemptions tou one or Lwo individuals.48

The lack of response about which Dutch ofiléials complained
can be explained in pért by the attitude oL many butch immigrénts
in the United States. HMost cof them had left their native land.
because of frustration and failure over their station in life in
the Netherlands. . Many had don= much better in their adopted land
while the country‘of their birth uften reminded them of less |
pleasant experiences.v Furthermore, they had emotionally and
-mentally identified theméeLVes with the United Stqtes and
graddally loosened their ties with the 0ld World. There might
also have been materialistic reasons since many immigrants
expected to receive more pay and benefits in the American Forces.
However, the pay'éﬁ a soldier 1n the butch and American Fdrces
was about the same, $21 per munth,49 while the Lahdus Servicemen
Readjustment Act which grénted considerabiu benetits to American .
veterans was not'passed untii June 1944 a year 1in which

recruitment of Netherlanders in the United States had virtually

come to.a halt. Some 200 Nethrnrlanders did seuve in the American



armed forces. Perhaps most ol these were declarant aliens. All
Netherlanders serving in the american Forces were given the
option to‘enlist in Dutch‘milltzary servicé. Appsarently, few ot .
them did.50 Finally, there were undoubtedly many so-called
"tepid" Netherlanders, as loudon called them, who simply'were not -
eager or ahxious to serve elther in the ketherlands or the .
American Armed Forces and;whu'coﬁld think of many excuses ﬁo;
their failure to respond.51 |

What could Dutch officials do to persuade tinese tepid
countrymen -who refused to serve? They had little 1f any power.of
coercion. American authorities wouldrmggt certainly not
cooperate, as happened in South Ataaic:a,b‘i in rounding up
recalcitrant Netherlanders. Nur could they as Belgian officialé
did, threaten to confiscate properties ol Puatch nationals in
their native land if they had amy.,bJ ‘At best they could refuse
to renew their passports or nol to rencder them consular
services.s4 Of course they could alwasys threaten thelr
countrymen with "dire conseguences" it they refused to.comply;
Thus N. van Leeuwen was told by a Dutch otficisl 'in New York if
he refused to gu to Canada he would encounter yreat difficulty in
becoming an Aﬁerican citizen. Fufthermore,.they warned him that
"there were other means" by which they could put pressure on him.
van Leeuwen did not seem to be impressed and'éonsidered the

. c

threats very vague and an attempt to scare him.J5 similarly,
B.C.G. Buss of New York, who denied ever having been a Dutch

national and refused to register, was 1nlormed in Sewtember 19417

by Van Schreven to appear at his bureau betweer 3 and 5 p.m. or
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be faced with "dire confsequenu::s."BG

Yet, the response of Netherlanders in the United Stafes‘to
the cal'l for military duty in the armed torg=s ol the land of
their origin, was not as negative as we have been led to believe.
Dutch officials estimated that in 1940 there were some 32,000
Netherianders in the United States ofi which.some ten percent or
3260 were eligible for military service.57 Other soufces ]
estimated the number of eligible men to be 8,000 or 10,000.58
Neither one of these estimates 1is corfect. Thelcensus of 1940
shows that the tbtai number of MNetherlanders in the United States
ét that time was 108,640. Of these 78,000 were naturalized,.
8,560.had obtained their first papers, 13,000 were non-declarant
aliens, and 8200, many of whom might héve been illegal residents,‘
ﬁad not provided any iﬁformation on their citizenship. The
figures for the Dutch male population in the United States were
47,360‘naturalized; 6,080 declarant and 6,140 nuu—declarant.

-

aliens, and 4,440 having repoited no inLu,L‘mat:.Lon.J9 Thus .the
principal pool upon which the Netherlands aould draw was that of
-the'non—declaraht aliens tu whichh one could add, but with a high
" degree of uncertainty, the 4,440 who had not reported their.
citizenship status. Of the possible total of 10,580 men perhaps
only one-tourth or some 2,64% was of miiltary arfo but in reality
this figure is much lower.

It is not easy to determine how many men were notitied by
Dutch Registration bureaus ot their military ducy. The available
-figures might not be completely reliable becazuse in various cases

men were notified more than onuve. Furthermore, some ol the data

is incomplete. We do know that at least 1943 were nokbified by




mid-danuary 1941 and that by the end ol 14941 2,400 had been
notified.60 Let us assume that 2645 men were sent a circular-
requesting them to register. We do know that 1548 men did
respond to this notification amd that some 1200 were medically
ekamined; furthermore, 640 indicated either bulore or after the
medical examination they did nct want to serve. Of the remainder
53 were granted a deferment or exemption and 475 wereirejected
_for medical reasons. The percontage ol rejectees was so high
because Dutch ﬁilitary authoritles expected all the men to do
combat duty. Thus it happened that individuals who were rejected
for Dutch military service werwe dratted by the United States. |
Finally,'420 men were accepted for service and sent to Caﬁada and
Eng_land.b1 Thus of a possible total of 2645 men 420 or 16%
served. Considering the various circurstances discussed above
and the mentality of many immigrants this response to the_call to -
- arms to help their ftatherland in time of yreat néed was not as
negative as was often alleged. This flgure also compares well
with percentages given-for South atrica, Arg@ntina{ and Canada
which were 33%, 17%, and 13%, respectively.64

Perhaps it could be argued that more men would have been
dratted if Américan authoy;ties had been more ccoperative and
helpful in 1940 and 194?.63 this i1s highly unlikely. -aAlthough
recrulitment became much eésieL in 1942 because names and
addresses were nOw more read;ly available, 1t seems that‘Dutch'
authorities had notified mosc wmen by the end ot 1941..

Furthermore, relatively few men were drafted from 19424 to 1945

when recruitment was supposedly much easier,
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By late 1943 Dutch recruitment olficials concluded that they
had more or less éxhausted the pool Qt available manpower in the
United States.,64 Thus in August 1942 Dijxhoorn ordered the
closing ot all the bureaus and transferred their activities to
the consulates and the embassy.65 T. Elink Schuurman, the Consul
General in New York, would now havé tﬁ assume the task of-.
‘supervising recruitment in the United States a duty he dia not
accept with great alacrity since he considered it more important
to cultivate better relationships with the Netherlands
cOmmunity.66 Yet, he continued to be assisted by A. Kerkhoven
and others who shouldered most ot the administrative |
responsibility.

Very few men were called up in the period 1Y43-1Y945 and
Kerkhoven and his staff were ma}nly'preoccupied with handiing
administrative matters concerning men already éerving. For the
period November 1943 to May 1945, 65 men'registerEd'or which 49
were called up f9r a medical examination and 25 inducted. Most
Tikely most of these ﬁen were individuals who might be called up
by the American Selective Servxue'Systgm but who preterred to
serve in the Netheriands armed torces.67

Because of the limited recruitmént.poSsibilities and the
approaching and expected liberation of the Nethérlands.in the
fall of 1944 the Netherlands minister ot war, O0.C.A. van Lidth de
Jeude, decided in August 1944 Lo discontinue recruitment
overseas. There were to be no more drait calls except in certain
categories, he instructed. But he also warned that the Allies

not be informed of this decision [or fwrar that it might be

misinterpreted. it was agreed only to veylster ard not to
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68
conscript the men but to acceplt them as enlistees. “Thus only a.
few men left for England in 1945 and by the tall of that year all
recruitment activities ceased in ;hé United States. The war in
Europe and the Far East had now come to an end, and the men who
survived came home, Did any ot them ever regret the decision to
serve their native land? It is difficult to answer that guestion
until I hear from many Dutch-Americans who served in the PrinéeSS'
Irene Brigade. Since 1 like tu make a similar study of Dutch-
Canadians who served 1 like to hear from them as well. My

69 )
address is listed belqw.
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ENDNWLES

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Mr. and
Mrs. Cnossen, Escondido,; cCalifornia, HMr. Jan -Peyrot,
Glastonbury, Connecticut, and Mr., John Pals, Carmei.,
California, for furnishing me with valuable information.
Messrs. Cnossen, Peyrot, and Pals ave veterans of the
Princess lrene Brigade. | also wrote t¢ many members of the
Vereniging van Qudstrijders van de Koninklijke Brigade
"Prinses Irene" residing in the United States. However, all
of those who responded to my inguliry came to the United
States after World War 1l.
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